Sultan of Egypt, rebuilt the Bab-Ibrahim.
In 1572 A.D. Selim I of Turkey rebuilt
another side,  and in  1576 A.D.  Sultan
Murad of Turkey carried out the general
repair of the whole place, thus perfecting
it to its present condition.    The Kaaba is
almost square in plan.   It is  36 feet in
height, and the entrance, which is situated
near one corner, is six feet from the ground.
This structure of austere simplicity has
no decoration, except the gorgeously em-
broidered Mahmil in gold on black, which
is   renewed annually.   Both the Kaaba
and the Zamzam or the Holy  Spring are
surrounding by a   railing.    They   stand
with   some   other   buildings   in   a  large
courtyard, which has arcades on all sides,
nineteen entrances of great magnificence,
and seven iningrets.   The pointed arches
are supported on round columns of greyish
marble, every fourth being a square pier.
Each longer side has 36, while each short-
er side has 24*

12